
An event 
occurs in 

Adium

Growl plugin, watching for 
notifications, receives 

notification of the event.

Growl plugin posts a 
notification with appropriate 
information using the Growl 

framework.

Name of event, title and 
description on the event's 
userInfo dictionary are all 

sent.

Is growl 
installed?

Is growl 
running?

Should display 
to the user that 

growl is not 
installed

Should display 
to the user that 

growl is not 
running.

Asks user to 
install

Asks user to 
turn growl on

Growl Helper 
App, listening for 
the notification, 

recieves it.

Growl Helper App 
passes the 

notification to the 
display plugin

Yes Yes

No

No

Yes

No

No

Yes

No display for the user, process 
stops

No No

Adium is used here as an example, but any Growl-enabled 
application will follow the same process in registering

User gets displayed something similar to 
this bubble if

everything goes smoothly.


