
README - ARARA

RICHARD KOCH

Arara is an alternative to latexmk, and to some extent an alternative to the engine mech-
anism in TeXShop. To use arara, move the engine file from this folder to the main Engine
folder.

The most recent version of Arara uses a precompiled library which is not developer signed.
Therefore Arara cannot be included in MacTeX because MacTeX is notarized by Apple,
and notarization requires that every piece of darwin code in the package have a developer
signature. It is crucial that we notarize MacTeX because macOS will not install packages
downloaded over the internet unless they are notarized.

If you open TeX Live Utility in /Applications/TeX and click the Packages tab at the top,
you will see a list of all possible TeX Live packages. If you obtained TeX Live by installing
MacTeX–2024, the package “arara” will be marked “forcibly-removed.”

But it is easy to get Arara using TeX Live Utility. Select the “arara” item in the package
list provided by TLU and choose the menu item “Install Selected Packages”. TeX Live
Utility will install arara. TeX Live Utility and tlmgr use an internet delivery method
which can deliver programs that are not notarized by Apple.

Note that arara uses Java. You may not have Java on your machine because Apple stopped
installing it many years ago. To see if you have Java, open Apple’s Terminal program and
type

java -version

This will print the version of Java on your computer if you already have it, and otherwise
explain how you can download it. Consult the Arara web site before downloading because
recent reports suggest that Arara requires a specific version of Java.
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